
BULLETIN   
Handling Poachers

September 9, 2010

Hello Elk Group Members,

The long range forecast is that it is going to be a stormy wet winter and I am beginning to believe it.  This weather 
pattern seems more like October than September.  I hope you are enjoying the change in season.  If not, dry warm 
weather is just ten short months away.

This month the general meeting will be 6:30 p.m., Wednesday, September 22 at the Forest Service Ranger Station 
conference room off Thrasher Avenue (behind the main visitor center building on North Bend Way).  The next 
committee meetings are:

Elk Research and Management Committee   
   6 p.m., Monday, September 20 at the North Bend City Hall at Second Street and Main Avenue.
People and Land Management Committee
   1:30 p.m., Tuesday, October 5 at the North Bend City Hall Annex, across from the library on Fourth Street.

The October general meeting will be Tuesday, October 13.  There, we will host Russell Link, District biologist Region 
4, Department of Fish and Wildlife, for a community review of the draft revision of the North Rainier Elk Herd Plan.  
This is the document which sets population and management goals for the next few years.

Handling Poachers

The first general elk hunting season is underway.  About a million hunting or fishing licenses are issued in Washington 
each year.  For those that hunt, most abide by the rules making the activity much safer than basketball or even 
bowling and fishing.  Unfortunately, there are people that will break the law.  Whether you hunt or not, you can play 
an important role in reducing poaching by reporting illegal or suspicious activity.  This is particularly important in our 
case because this elk herd is not miles back in the forest; it is right in town next to good roads.  

To start, it helps to know some of the rules.  The full rule book is about 100 pages long, so here are a few key rules 
about hunting that you should know:

1. It is illegal to hunt on private property without the owner’s permission.
2. It is illegal to shoot from a vehicle (unless disabled and having a special permit).
3. It is illegal to use a spotlight on animals when in the possession of hunting gear.
4. Hunting is allowed in the daytime only, from 30 minutes before sunrise to 30 minutes after sunset.
5. Hunting is not allowed in the watershed, parks or public roadways.
6. An untagged animal is a hallmark of poaching.  Hunters must notch their tag with the correct month and 

date and attach it to the animal immediately after the kill.
7. It is illegal to hunt an animal out of season or with the wrong equipment, or more than quota (one per year).  

In our area, only bulls with three antler points on one side, or cow elk if the hunter has a special permit, are 
legal.  

This year the general seasons for elk are:

a. Archery Only: September 7 to September 19.
b. Muzzleloader Only: October 2 to October 8.
c. Modern Firearm (all hunters must wear orange): November 6 to November 16.
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If you see suspicious activities please report them immediately to the 911 dispatcher.  The Department of Fish and 
Wildlife stresses that you should not approach poachers as they may be dangerous.  Instead, record as much 
information as you can about the incident, such as the license plate, color and make of the vehicle.  Perhaps keep a 
camera in the car and snap a picture.  Provide the time and location.  Describe the individuals, what they are 
wearing, and the nature of the suspicious or illegal activity, which way they went.

I am writing this in part because I have received word that persons known to have poached elk or trespass in the past 
have been seen at several locations around North Bend this morning.  More widespread public awareness of what is 
lawful what is not will make our community less desirable place for both wildlife theft and other related criminal 
activity.

Thank you for your help.

David Willson
USVEMG President


