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Wondering about Wildlife Event

December 6, 2010

Elk Group Members,

Wow, just a few weeks left of the year.  While preparing your homes for visits from friends and family and perhaps 
wondering if you’ll need more than January to take care of excesses of any kind, I have just one reminder that 
donations to the elk group are tax-exempt.  The bulk of funds that we are assembling at this stage are for the 
expansion of the habitat improvement next spring.  Please make your donation payable to USVEMG, P.O. Box 700, 
North Bend WA  98045.  Donations of any size are appreciated.

The general meeting and the People and Land Management meetings are cancelled for December.   However, the Elk 
Research and Management Committee which organizes both the collaring project and the habitat improvement 
project at the CCC Flats will meet as regularly scheduled on Monday, December 20 at the North Bend City Hall.

The local general hunting season ended the week before Thanksgiving and we have since resumed our collaring 
project and collared another elk.  As you know, we had some cold weather and snow.  To reduce stress on potentially 
trapped wildlife, our policy is that we will not trap during the severe weather.  For the health and safety of the 
animals, we do need volunteers to check the traps please contact Mr. Erland if you can offer some volunteer time to 
help.  Email:  research@snoqualmievalleyelk.org

If you have family in town the week after Christmas, the Cedar River Watershed is hosting a family-oriented 
educational event called “Wondering about Wildlife” from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Wednesday, December 29.  The elk 
group will be at the event.  Volunteer hours can be credited toward master hunter certification.  If you would like to 
help answer questions about elk and elk habitat at the event please send me a note.  

Our January meeting schedule is:
January 4:  People and Land Management Committee, 1:30 p.m. at the North Bend city hall annex on Fourth Street.
January 12: January General Meeting, 6:30 p.m. at the USFS Ranger Station conference room off of Thrasher Ave.
January 17: Elk Research and Management Committee, 6 p.m. at the North Bend city hall.

We have February 9 proposed as the tentative date for public review of the Draft Revision of the state’s North 
Rainier Elk Management Plan.  This is the plan which outlines elk management objectives for our area over the next 
five year period.  I’ll have another note about the public review meeting in January and circulate a copy of the draft 
document for review prior to the meeting.

Thank you all for your participation and interest in elk management here in 2010.  Reports of damage are down, the 
population has stabilized, the elk are healthy, and all this was accomplished on a shoestring budget and countless 
hours of valuable volunteer time.  It is a pleasure working with you and I look forward to what we will accomplish 
next year.

David Willson
USVEMG President
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