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Greetings,

Despite the soggy weather and snow this week, signs of spring are here providing relief to the elk that have survived 
the winter.  Also relief, perhaps, to what remains of our landscaping.  We still have much work to do in our long term 
goal to reduce property damage caused by elk.  This includes research, repair and maintenance of fencing, and 
strategic habitat enhancement efforts.

Will you join us this next week as we survey the herd to estimate this year's elk population?  This time of year, right 
before the calving season, is when wildlife populations are typically at their lowest.  So it is an ideal time to count.   
Volunteers will be meeting at 6 a.m. Monday morning in the QFC parking lot.  We will divide the work and many can 
share rides.  The survey is usually completed before 8 a.m.  Please plan to join in if you would like to help and don’t 
forget to record your mileage for tax purposes, and volunteer hours which we need for our grant writing efforts.

We are within reach of our goal of collaring fifty elk.  As an elk is collared we can assess its general health, its age and 
a number of other attributes.  When these data are pooled together we gain a better understanding of the elk herd 
and how it is using the upper valley habitat.  The collar and ear tags aid us in counting the elk.  Since we know how 
many elk have been collared, we can make good population estimates based on how many collared.  The radios on 
the collars help us document how the elk move through the valley.  Two elk were collared yesterday morning and 
given the nicknames Alice and Tricia.

On Saturday, June 4, we will host a fun Wild Game Dinner and Auction at the Sallal Grange in North Bend.  Mark it on 
your calendar and tell your friends.  This is to raise funds for our research and strategic habitat improvement 
projects.  Event tickets are being sold for $25.  If you would like to help us plan the dinner, our next planning meeting 
is at 6:30 p.m., Wednesday, April 13 at the Ranger Station Conference Room, the first building on the left in the gated 
parking area off of Thrasher Avenue and behind the main visitor center.  The conference room will still be available in 
the event of a federal government shutdown.

Thank you for your continued interest and support for the elk group.  At the next general meeting on Wednesday, 
May 11, we will hold elections for next year’s officers.  It has been my privilege to serve as president for two years 
and also acting secretary for this last year.  It would be my honor to serve as the elk group president for another 
term, but I would like a fellow member to formally take the role as secretary.  Nominations for the roles of president, 
vice president, and secretary are now open.

David Willson
USVEMG President

S N O Q U A L M I E V A L L E Y E L K . O RG

USVEMG
Post Office Box 700

North Bend WA  98045


