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Fellow elk group members,

Finally it looks like winter might be behind us, time to plan ahead for summer.  As usual the elk group has several
opportunities which may be of interest to you.

Over the last two months our volunteers have been preparing for a Wild Game Dinner and Auction which will be held 
on Saturday, June 4.  Count yourself among the fortunate if you have already secured your tickets.  While the 
opportunity to enjoy an elk steak or roast is a rare opportunity for many, the opportunity to enjoy a full meal
including an elk steak or roast for $25 prepared by Larkin Young, winner on the television series “Iron Chef” is 
something that you just shouldn’t pass up.  Seating is limited; we’re only going to sell about two dozen more tickets 
at this point.

In June, Tom Kemp who is leading our Habitat Improvement project east of town will be coordinating volunteers for 
the expansion of our elk habitat improvement project at the end of Mount Si Road east of North Bend. We will need 
volunteers to help clear inactive logging roads of brush and small trees, clear debris, and plant seeds. If you would 
like to pitch in on this project, contact Tom by email at habitat@snoqualmievalleyelk.org.  Tom has also done an 
exceptional job facilitating our telemetry training and field work. He will handle your inquiry on that as well if you are 
interested.  Volunteers that do not hunt elk locally are welcome to participate in the part of the project that 
periodically locates the position of collared elk. 

The elk group works on a shoestring budget, relying heavily on the generous private contributions of time and 
resources of its members and thoughtful advice and guidance from our agency partners.   A telemetry volunteer for 
example, will travel to locations around the valley using a receiver set donated by the Willson family, a handheld 
recording device custom engineered and donated by Michael Walter or other instrumentation on loan or provided 
by a grant from the Muckleshoot Tribe.

As co-manager of wildlife with the state, Tribes have an interest in wildlife management in our area.  Thus the 
Muckleshoot Tribe from the beginning has been an essential partner in the success of our organization. The Tribe has
collaborated with the elk group to collar the first nine elk, conduct lab tests, and provide guidance on both
population study methodology and habitat improvement. With the aid of population projection models prepared by 
David Vales, wildlife biologist for the Muckleshoot Tribe, the elk group was able to petition the state with credible 
proposals for hunting season quotas. We are grateful for the time and resources provided by the Muckleshoot Tribe 
and look forward to continued cooperation with the Tribe for years to come.

Special congratulations are in order for Harold Erland and Jim Gildersleeve.  Earlier this week the state circulated a
bulletin that they have been selected to receive the 2010 Volunteer of the Year Award from the Department of Fish 
and Wildlife. I am including the relevant part of the award announcement below.  Harold and Jim’s contributions are 
indeed an essential part of the elk group’s success. However, we are a group of volunteers and this degree of 
recognition could not have been possible without your support and interest in our mission.  Thank you all for your
participation.

David Willson
USVEMG President
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Volunteers win awards for stewardship of west side elk herd

http://wdfw.wa.gov/news/release.php?id=may1611a

OLYMPIA - Two men from North Bend have been named citizen Volunteers of the Year for 2010 by the Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) for their help in monitoring and managing a growing elk herd in the upper 
Snoqualmie Valley.

Jim Gildersleeve and Harold Erland, both leaders of the Upper Snoqualmie Valley Elk Management Group, will 
receive the award from WDFW Director Phil Anderson during a special presentation June 2 at the department’s 
regional office in Mill Creek.

In presenting the Volunteer of the Year awards, WDFW will recognize Gildersleeve and Erland for resolving
community concerns raised by a herd of 350 to 400 elk in and around the towns of North Bend and Snoqualmie.

Gildersleeve was a founding member of the Upper Snoqualmie Valley Elk Management Group, created in2008 to 
work with WDFW to address elk-damage, public safety and other issues related to the growth in the area elk herd. As 
a leader of that organization, he helped to raise funds for essential research and worked with WDFW to coordinate 
permit-only hunts to reduce the size of the herd. 

Erland, a volunteer research biologist for the group, has worked closely with WDFW to determine the size and age 
structure of the herd. As part of his research, he has coordinated the capture and marking of 34 elk and leads 
monthly discussions with area residents to discuss herd-management strategies.

"It can present areal management challenge when a growing elk herd starts pushing into populated areas," Anderson
said. "In this case, however, our Volunteers of the Year not only helped to unify area residents, but worked side-by-
side with department biologists toward a mutual, scientifically sound solution."


