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Much has happened since our last bulletin.  I was elected USVEMG President during our
November 11, 2011, meeting and appreciate all the congratulations and encouragement
that friends and fellow members have given me.  I feel very honored and privileged to
serve as a leader in this remarkable “band of volunteers.”

The USVEMG has a hard core membership of about 65 individuals who comprise a very
diverse group.  While we have a good share of biologists, there are foresters, computer
scientists, teachers, EMTs/Para-Medics, firefighters, police officers, accountants, small
business owners, truck drivers, animal advocates, dentists, ministers, college students,
Native Americans and retirees, who are members, too.

We are all united by and committed to the USVEMG’s mission:  “…to work
collaboratively to minimize property damage and public safety risks associated with the
Snoqualmie Valley elk sub-herds of the North Rainier Elk Herd, and to manage these elk
for a variety of recreational, educational and aesthetic purposes including hunting,
scientific study, cultural and ceremonial uses by Native Americans, wildlife viewing and
photography.”

We do important elk research in the valley that benefits many stakeholders; we outreach
to local and State governments, many private organizations, and other stakeholders to
inform them about the local elk herd; we advise the Washington Department of Fish and
Wildlife on elk hunting seasons, special hunts, and elk harvest quotas; and finally we
serve as the elk-herd’s advocate by increasing winter forage outside the valley floor and
teaching the public how to live safely with elk and wildlife in general.  It is important
work and requires a high level of commitment from its volunteers.

USVEMG projects, such a trapping, collaring, and tracking cow elk via telemetry data is
ongoing and popular.  Since December of last year we have successfully trapped and
collared three cow elk, two at the Snoqualmie TPC Golf Course and one near the
Nintendo distribution facility in North Bend.  Important home range data has already
been derived from these newly collared elk.

Our efforts to improve wildlife habitat up on the DNR’s CCC Flats and reduce elk related
damage in the valley is picking up momentum as a result of $4,000 grant the EMG
received from the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation.   Call (717-368-8121) or email Tom
Kemp (gonekempin@comcast.net) to sign up for this effort.

The very important annual elk survey will be occurring in April of this year and will need
many volunteers for early morning work for two consecutive weeks.  Harold will provide
the details as the even nears.

Master hunters in King and Snohomish county should note that master hunter volunteer
service credit is given for the above three activities.  Get your volunteer hours locally!



Other important events include:

 In May 2012, we will hold our annual election of officers and board of directors.
Stakeholders and members should plan on attending that meeting and be thinking about
nominating candidates for these offices.

On  June 4, 2012, we will present our annual fund raising event, the wild game dinner
and auction, so everyone needs to be thinking about what they can donate or solicit for
the auction and what role they are willing to take on to insure this event’s success.

Updates on all the above activities will be provided at our next general membership
meeting scheduled for March 14, 2012.  See our website snoqualmievalleyelk.org details.
See you there!

Sincerely,

Andrea Toomey
President


